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State gives drivers’ info to feds 


USED TO ARREST, DEPORT 


Governor’s office didn’t know 
the extent of cooperation with 
immigration authorities 


By NINA SHAPIRO 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Few states have been as forceful in their 
opposition to President Donald Trump’s 
ramped-up immigration-enforcement poli- 
cies as Washington. 


TIMESWATCHDOG 


tion to federal immigration-enforcement 
officers — information used to arrest and 
deport people in keeping with the presi- 
dent’s policies. 

Most people wouldn’t expect Washing- 
ton’s Department of Licensing (DOL) to 
hand over information to federal authorities 
just for the asking, since it is among a minor- 
ity of such agencies around the country to 
allow undocumented immigrants to get 


Yet, 20 to 30 times a month, a state agency driver's licenses. 


has been giving residents’ personal informa- 


The licensing department has regularly 


been providing Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) with photos and driver’s- 
license applications, according to depart- 
ment spokesman Brad Benfield. 

Until questioned by The Seattle Times this 
week, Gov. Jay Inslee’s office didn’t under- 
stand the extent of the cooperation, said 
spokeswoman Jaime Smith. 

“We've asked them to stop what they’re 
doing at this point,” said Smith of DOL offi- 
cials, though exactly how the agency will 
handle requests from immigration enforce- 
ment officers is still to be determined. 

DOL’s practices seemingly contradict the 
governor’s promise when he signed an exec- 


utive order last February that Washington 
remains a state that “doesn’t utilize state 
employees as agents of the federal immigra- 
tion services.” 

He spoke elegiacally then about people 
who have been living here for decades “pro- 
viding the food we eat,” building our homes 
and paying millions of dollars in taxes. He 
voiced distress about reports of immigrants 
“already not participating in some of our 
programs because people are concerned that 
somehow their personal information will be 
shared with the federal government.” 

State Attorney General Bob Ferguson, a 

See > DOL, A8 
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Vehicles on Aurora Avenue North in Shoreline navigate Thursday’s deluge in this view from where the Interurban Trail crosses Aurora Avenue 
North, near Westminster Way North. More than an inch of rain fell in 24 hours on Thursday; for complete info, see Page B8. 


$15M verdict upheld in killing 
by police of unarmed black man 


LAKEWOOD APPEAL REJECTED 


In blistering terms, judge chastises 
the city for implying that 
race influenced the jury’s verdict 


By MIKE CARTER 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

A federal judge has upheld a $15.1 million 
jury verdict against the city of Lakewood in 
Pierce County, Police Chief Mike Zaro and two 
other Lakewood officers for killing Leonard 
Thomas during a 2013 SWAT operation, taking 
the opportunity to scold the defense for suggest- 
ing the jury was motivated by fear of racial back- 
lash if it exonerated the officers for killing an 
unarmed black man. 

In a blistering 69-page order published Thurs- 
day, U.S. District Judge Barbara Rothstein re- 
jected a string of post-trial motions by Lake- 


wood, Zaro and two other offi- 
cers — Sgt. Brian Markert and 
Officer Mike Wiley — asking her 
to either reduce or set aside the 
verdicts, grant the officers im- 
munity from liability or order a 
new trial. 

Instead, Rothstein swept 
~ aside the defense’s stubborn 


sa was rejection of the verdict and 
insistence in the face of all evi- 

killed by f dence that the unarmed Thom- 

SWAT sniper. as, a 30-year-old father who 


was having an emotional crisis, 
posed a threat to police or his 4-year-old son 
when he was shot by Markert, a SWAT sniper, 
after a four-hour standoff at Thomas’ home in 
Fife. 

Rothstein found there was ample evidence for 
the jury to have concluded that Zaro and the 
others acted outrageously, unreasonably and 
with malice and callous indifference to the life of 


Thomas, or the impact their actions would have 
on his young son and parents. 

Thomas’ mother, Annalesa Thomas, said she’s 
grateful: “I am speechless and in tears and 
thankful beyond words,” she wrote in an email. 
“Leonard’s justice prevailed.” 

Instead of trying to help Thomas, the judge 
wrote, every step police took that night made it 
more likely he would die. 

But Rothstein reserved her sharpest com- 
ments to chastise the city’s lawyers for repeated- 
ly implying that the case — and the jury’s verdict 
— was influenced by race. 

In pleadings and during a Dec. 5 hearing, 
attorneys from the Seattle firm Keating Bucklin 
and McCormack — hired to represent the city — 
argued that community sentiment about police 
use of excessive force against African Americans 
improperly influenced the verdict. 

At the hearing, attorney Richard Jolley told 
the court that “what the jury found here is that 
they weren’t going to go back to their individual 
communities and tell the people that they asso- 
ciate with, we found in favor of white cops that 
shot an unarmed black man.” 

Rothstein took judicial umbrage at those 
remarks and the defense contention. 

See > VERDICT, A8 


Trump’s 
outburst 
alarms 
officials 


IMMIGRATION MEETING 


President: Why allow 
immigrants from 
‘shithole countries’? 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS, 
SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 

AND THOMAS KAPLAN 

The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Thursday 
balked at an immigration deal 
that would include protections 
for people from Haiti and some 
nations in Africa, demanding to 
know at a White House meeting 
why he should accept immi- 
grants from “shithole countries” 
rather than people from places 
like Norway, according to people 
with direct knowledge of the 
conversation. 

Trump’s statements, the latest 
example of his penchant for 
racially tinged remarks, left 
members of Congress from both 
parties attending the meeting in 
the Cabinet Room alarmed. He 
made them during a discussion 
of an emerging bipartisan deal to 
give legal status to immigrants 
illegally brought to the United 
States as children, the people 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

When Trump heard that Hai- 
tians were among those who 
would benefit from the proposed 
deal, he asked whether they 
could be left out of the plan, 
asking, “Why do we want people 
from Haiti here?” 

The comments were reminis- 
cent of ones the president made 
last year in an Oval Office meet- 
ing with Cabinet officials and 
administration aides, during 
which he complained about 
admitting Haitians to the coun- 
try, saying they all had AIDS, as 
well as Nigerians, who he said 
would never go back to their 
“huts,” according to officials who 

See > TRUMP, A7 


TRUMP TWEET sets advisers 
scrambling on vote on 
foreign surveillance > A6 
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